
 

Evaluating Online Research Resources & 
Combating Fake News 
You need to treat everything you find freely available on the internet with suspicion. When you are 

doing research you need to sift through all of the misinformation in order to find the good information. 

Remember that Google, and all other search engines, are tools. The order that the websites appear in 

the results list is not representative of how good the sites are. Search engines do not evaluate websites 

for accuracy or verify the content. That is up to you!  To properly evaluate a website you have to read it 
first and then test it.  

The CRAAP Test 

 

The CRAAP tests is one way that you can use to start thinking about the information you find online.  

CRAAP stands for: 

• Currency 

• Relevance 

• Authorship 



• Authority 

• Purpose 

Refer to the infographic below for ways you can determine the quality of your source using the CRAAP 
Test.  



 



1 - CRAAP Test Infographic - click to enlarge 

CRAAP Test Infographic - click to enlarge 

The CRAAP Test is sometimes known as the TRAAP test. Currency is replaced with timeliness. The 
concept stays the same. Here is a video that explains it in more detail.  

 

2 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3y-1cpnIZxs 

Combating Fake News 

 

https://bit.ly/3c87om9
https://bit.ly/3c87om9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3y-1cpnIZxs
https://youtu.be/3y-1cpnIZxs


Fake news is the deliberate spreading of disinformation through the traditional news media, online 

media sources, and social media. The purpose of fake news is to mislead the reader for the purpose of 

damaging the reputation of someone and/or resulting in personal gain. It often relies on sensationalist 

headlines that can be dishonest, misleading, or fabricated. These headlines will grab your attention and 

are intended to get the reader to forward them through social media to others to distribute the 

message. This is known as "clickbait".  

Fake news competes with real news and it becomes increasingly difficult to tell the difference between 
what is true and what isn't.  

There are 7 different types of fake news: 

1. satire or parody ("no intention to cause harm but has potential to fool")  

2. false connection ("when headlines, visuals or captions don't support the content")  

3. misleading content ("misleading use of information to frame an issue or an individual") 

4. false context ("when genuine content is shared with false contextual information")  

5. impostor content ("when genuine sources are impersonated" with false, made -up sources) 

6. manipulated content ("when genuine information or imagery is manipulated to deceive", as 
with a "doctored" photo) 

7. fabricated content ("new content is 100% false, designed to deceive and do harm")  

(Wardle, Clare. "Fake News. It's Complicated.". First Draft, 2020, https://firstdraftnews.org/latest/fake-
news-complicated/. Accessed 28 May 2020.) 

 

To help you identify Fake News, you need to think like a fact checker by using the SIFT method.  



 



3 - SIFT Method Infographic - Click to enlarge. 

(Sannwald, Suzanne. SIFT Information Evaluation Habits. 2020, https://create.piktochart.com/output/39951044-sift-
information-evaluation. Accessed 28 May 2020.) 

SIFT Method Infographic - Click to enlarge. 

The SIFT method asks you to:  

1. STOP 

2. Investigate the source 

3. Find better coverage 

4. Trace claims, quotes and media to the original context. 

Prioritize finding out: 

1. Who is behind the information? 

2. What is the evidence? 

3. What do other sources say? 

Use a lateral reading strategy by looking for other available sources to confirm the information 

presented in the site you are evaluating. 

Crash Course Navigating Digital Information Series 

 

Below is a series of 10 videos from John Green's Crash Course: Navigating Digital Information to help 

you learn how to be discerning users of digital information. You can watch the videos now, or as you 
need them. The topics covered in the series are: 

• The Basics of Civic Online Reasoning - Introduction and Facts About Fact Checking 

https://bit.ly/2Ajsalg
https://bit.ly/2Ajsalg


• Who's Behind the Information - Check Yourself with Lateral Reading, Who Can You Trust?, and 
Using Wikipedia 

• Evaluating Evidence - Evaluating Evidence, Evaluating Photos & Videos, and Data & Infographics 

• Checking Other Sources - Click Restraint and Social Media 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/pLlv2o6UfTU
https://youtu.be/EZsaA0w_0z0
https://youtu.be/GoQG6Tin-1E
https://youtu.be/o93pM-b97HI


 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/ih4dY9i9JKE
https://youtu.be/hxhbOvR2TGk
https://youtu.be/p7uvqb8fcdA
https://youtu.be/OiND50qfCek


 

 

Need a little more help figuring out how you can become a Fact Checker? Here is another video series, 
Online Verification Skills by Mike Caulfield, that you can watch to help you build your skills.  

Online Verification Skills by Mike Caulfield 

 

https://youtu.be/5tw44SkkXQg
https://youtu.be/M5YKW6fhlss


 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/yBU2sDlUbp8
https://youtu.be/hB6qjIxKltA
https://youtu.be/tRZ-N3OvvUs
https://youtu.be/wJG7kFmS0FE

